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Ruth Park's beloved Muddle-
Hoaded Wambat began life as
a character in a radio serial
hroadcast on The Argonauts,
the hugely popular children's
club which the ABC ravived

in 1941, The imagina
power of the W

Wombat and

his inseparable friends,

Meouse and Tabby Cat, and of
Park's other children's books
including the multi-award win-
ning Playing Beatle Bow, stim-
ulated Australian childran's
imaginations to look at their
own world in a different way
Her unpretentious novels

and journalism had the same
effect, Though her output was
prolific over six decades, it
was her first book, The Horp
in the Sowth, with its realistic
presentation of slum life in
Sydney’s Surry Hills, which
had the most influence, *1
remember the furore ... from
adults in hushed, shocked,
nleaful volces talking about
the scandal of this novel of the
slums,” recalled writer Marion
Halligan, who was 5ix in 1946
when The Horp won The
Sydney Morning Herald com-
petition. Angus & Robertson
published it grudgingly and
The Bullefin's Red Page cast
doubt on its literary quality
Bul readers loved it. It was
widely translated and never
out of print, And though Park,
a compulsive storyteller. never
intended il Lo have a crusading
function, the hook became an
pffective weapon in the hands

of social reformers,
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WILLIAM HUDSON

Dam oullider

The New Fealand-born civil
engineer appotnted in 1949 by
Prime Minister Ben Chifle
build the Snowy Mountains
Hydra-Eleetric Scheme had a
reputation for building dams
on time and at fixed prices, and
for being “a bit of a slave driver”,
William Hudson's
ness the snow melt from the Australian
Alps, diverting it westwards through long
LriLns-Imoin tunnels to irrigate the arid
interior for food production. In its fall to
the plains, the water would generate povwer
for the boc g manufacturing sector. Tt
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workforee to complete 16 dams,
seven power stattons, 80km
of agqueducts and 158m of
tunncls. Over the course of
the project, 100,000 workers
wepe recruited fron
tries - a ghohal village years
hefore Marshall McLuhan
eoined the phrase. “You won't
be Balts or Slavs ... you will
be men of the Snowy,” Hudson
exhorted his workers. Living condi
tinns were harsh, comparable to the Russian
Front, some said. But Hudson introduced
revolutionary work practices to maintaln
momentum including private arbitration to
deal with disputes, the wearing of safety belts
and drink=driving penalties = and enduring
pride in & national asset,

LT



